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Synopsis

This book combines study of the dynamic historical development of each religious tradition with a
comparative thematic structure. In this way, the book helps readers to explore each of the major
religions as a unique and integral system of meaning and life. At the same time, readers are
encouraged to discover and explore the nature of religious experience by comparing basic themes
and issues common to all religions. Covering the religions arising from India, China, and Japan,
this book introduces the key dimensions of religious experience, outlining the basic human concerns
that give rise to religious experience, such as origin and identity, ultimate reality, human nature, and
the good life. For anyone interested in exploring the origins and development of the diverse

religions of the world.
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Customer Reviews

Excerpted and revised from The Sacred Paths: Understanding the Religions of the World, this book
introduces readers to the religions of the East by combining an historical, descriptive approach with
a thematic, comparative approach. It looks at each religion as an historically unique system, and
explores the meaning of religious experience by focusing on major themes and issues
comparatively. The book contains two main parts: Religions arising from India (Hinduism,
Buddhism, Jainism. and Sikhism), and the religions from China and Japan (Confucianism, Daoism
[Taoism], Shinto, and Mahayana Buddhism). --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.



This unique book allows readers to examine each of the world’s major religions as a unique system
of meaning, and at the same time, it lets them explore the inner nature of sacred experience by
comparing basic themes and issues common to all religions and pertinent to their own personal
lives. It begins with a discussion of the basic human questions and concerns relating to
religion&#151;e.g., origin and identity, ultimate reality, human nature, and the good life&#151;and
then uses these essential concepts to help describe the beliefs, practices, and historical
development of each religion. Chapter topics include religions arising from India, and the religions of
China and Japan. Also covered are basic gender issues; and the role of women in major world
religions. For individuals interested in religious studies, theology, and philosophy, and anyone
looking to draw more personal meaning from the inner experiences found in different religions.

--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

| needed this text book for a class in the spring so naturally instead of heading up to the campus
bookstore where the normal prices are 75%+ higher, | decided it best to check out what was
available on first. | knew that my copy was going to be a used one and for the price you can’t beat
that. Having checked the price for a used edition of this text book at the local college bookstore |
found THEIR copy was going for $75. What a rip off! Thanks to and the many fine stores that make

buying text books easier and cheaper.

The book is near perfect the only defect is the front cover is slightly bent upwards in the corners. It

isn’t a big deal though over time it will fall back down into place.

good textbook for class

Besides the overuse of the phrase "of course", this has been a delightful read. i am keen to delve

into this book’s intriguing breakdown of the East’s religious practices! Thank you Mr. Ludwig and all

other involved parties, ~of course~ your work is appreciated by many!

Got the book fast, a little bit of highlighting but nothing big.

| can’t say i like or dislike the book since it's for my class. | honestly have not read the book yet

This book is used in our class, Religions of the East, and | find it quite in-depth and



thought-provoking. In fact, the book helped me to identify my personal beliefs with a particular
religion in China. This book would be good for anyone interested in such things, but even moreso
for a person in the process of "finding themself."It is an eye-opener and contains truly heavily

researched material. Excellent job.
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